Project Flowers for Slovakia

Flowers for Slovakia is an exceptional project that supports exceptional students. Since 2009, its authors - Lars Kemper and Peter Olah have been fulfilling its long-term vision of the practical training of young designers in collaboration with specific manufacturers.

System “Tell a friend” can be likened to a donating of a precious asset that must be protected and nurtured. As an experienced master gives his apprentice's own experience, as well as an established designer leads his younger colleagues to a better outcome. Without traditions and indigenous production techniques, however, unique objects could not arise, each of which tells an authentic story – about the country, customs and people - about Slovakia. Through non-traditional media - contemporary design - we are able to find out a lot about our own origin and we are able to understand better our own value. Therefore Flowers for Slovakia is sending this gift, and thus it has been spreading good news about a small European country throughout the world.

Evidence of this is the second collection Lost & Found, which was developed in cooperation with the Swiss furniture company Vitra.

The collection Lost & Found

Lost & Found is an original set of furniture and interior accessories. The basic creative process of the selected students this time was linking the traditional Slovak folk furniture types with unmistakable aesthetic of Vitra elements.

Benches, tables, storage cabinets, or even a cradle underwent a thorough renovation so that they could be not only i visually appealing, but above all functional. The perceptive observer will recognize, however, in non-traditional connections also working tools, originally designed for the processing of hemp and flax, winding of yarn, churning butter, kneading dough or butchering.

Poetics of Slovak folk art and craft is thus materialized in unique authorial “ready mades” carrying message of everyday object being used more than 100 years ago. Through a sensitive and intelligent intervention the selected new pieces acquired a new, current meaning and at the same time they did not stop telling a story. It is becoming more and more attractive even for a global-minded user who is hungry for added value in order to be able to establish a long term relationship with the given object and thus to establish the reason to retain him in his/her home as long as possible.

Lost & Found begins its journey right now - in 2013. Let us wish it a good  luck and a safe return home!
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Mária Bujňáková, Nikoleta Čeligová, Matej Dubiš, Natália Hoosová, Petra Huraiová, Šimon Kern, Miro Král, Vlasta Kubušová, Štefan Nosko, Soňa Otiepková, Mária Pospíšilová, Terézia Rapčanová, Zuzana Šišovská, Dana Tomečková, Martin Žabka

authors of the project: Peter Olah, Lars Kemper

managing director: Michala Lipková

invited workshop lectors: Andrej Olah, Peter Papp
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project patron: Milan Lukáč

The project develops under auspices of  the dean of the Faculty of Architecture of the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava.
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Lost & Found – objects and authors


Mária Bujňáková – Stitchy / Šidlo

The stool belongs to the oldest form of seating. Its origin is lost in a long time. The first traces of it lead to Byzantium where in the 10 century AD, it got with war expeditions throughout Europe. At first the stool was used by ordinary people at small hand work in the house, when milking, or just for a rest by the stew. The area under the seat fitted with a drawer was often used as postponement of small craft tools. Work set Šidlo follows the original function of the stool. Family Heritage rigged in a new habit travels from rural to urban interior, where it serves as mobile a helper of the present landlady.

Nikoleta Čeligová – Jory / Jory 

The joinery belonged to the six most numerous crafts in Slovakia. The oldest carpenter guild was established here in the mid-15th century, but only in the 19th century the craft spread from the towns to the countryside. Work benches called goats were then already an integral part of the joiner manufacturing. The Armchair Jory by its unique skelet figuratively restores this ancient and contemporary tool back to town man, who has substituted the workshop for an office and handwork for comfortable sitting at his computer. However, sometimes even to him manages to save moment and he likes lighting shine to the memories of the old good times.

Matej Dubiš – Evolution  / Evolúcia

During the day the whole family met on it and children used to sleep here at night. The Bench Evolution comes from the former Slovak region Hont, where it was produced by local joiners more than 80 years ago. It is exceptional for its folding hand-carved backrest, which was additionally imbedded to the added joint. Thus its evolution began over time, which followed the daily rhythm of one family. The story continues today as well. The playfulness and functional experiments are provoked by a new - originally table paravan by designer Antonio Citterrio. How far will you unleash your imagination – will you see a crib, a playpen, or family sitting with a common footstool?

Natália Hoosová – Nest / Hniezdo

People believed that patterns of birds and dragons will protect the child from evil spirits. Nearly 100 years ago the cradle used to be an object of succession of several generations, after the World War 1 this household almost disappeared. The Cradle Nest comes originally from Zvolenska Slatina, where it was produced in 1883 by the local craftsmen. The current form follows the traditional symbolism – a little bird and red colour of textile liners are therefore not random. Moreover, these attributes are now more than current. Child and his/her comfort have become the subject of a profitable market that sophisticatedly handle the current "caring" parents.

Petra Huraiová - Spinning Light / Slnovrat 

The Spinning wheel was used in the past for hand spinning of fibre of flax and wool, work with him formed the main content of everyday activities of women during the winter months. This instrument used to be assigned the symbolic victory of light over the darkness. Rack lamp Solstice personifies  the dynamics of circle and never-ending movement. Its certain explanation has also the chosen colour of the yarn wound, which corresponds to the colour gamut of white light. The light is even physically present in the object in the form of LED diode being positioned in the middle of the distaff planted at the highest point of the spinning wheel.

Šimon Kern – Hangover / Motovidlo

The twister is a tool used to winding of manually twisted yarn into skeins. It is typical mostly for the area south of Slovakia. The length of the skein depended on the size of the twister and, because of that the dimensions of the twister were officially established and approved in the past,. The used object Twister comes from Orava, where it was made in 1944 by a local craftsman. Cross construction originally guaranteed correct winding of the hemp yarns, its current redesign designated a new, higher position in the ranking of textile production. Today instead of material layered we place finished clothes onto a wister / hanger 

Miro Král – Fragments / Zlomky

Wooden chairs with their carved back rests were along with benches and tables the basic furniture of Slovak folk rooms - sitting rooms. This type of chair was inspired by dining chairs from the period of late Renaissance and Baroque. Centrally located heart belonged to the most frequent symbols of carved ornaments. The objects from the series Fragments follow the original function of the sitting. Four folk chairs merged with minimalist office furniture components, and it depends only on your decision whether you want to sit on the history of each of them or lean on it.

Vlasta Kubušová –  Home Office / Domáce práce

Churn is a tool designed to make butter. In Slovakia was particularly widespread vertical standing type, whose basis was formed by a a cone-shaped wooden pot. By the use of the vertical motion of the central plunger the fresh cream was muddied into solid butter. After the post-war period the technology of churning gradually ceased to exist. The original part of the object Housework comes from surroundings of Detva and the estimated age of this artefact is of more than 60 years. Assemblage of old and new components paraphrases the original atmosphere of the working environment.

Štefan Nosko – Twist me / Toč ma

Bookbinding press has been used in different variations also today. The history of this subject dates back to the 15th century. Sophisticated retraction mechanism of threaded rods and nuts allowed to posture counter-rotating plates, which, besides of pressing sheets, served as a template for precise trimming of the  book form. The press incorporated into the shelf was made more than 100 years ago. The object follows the original principle of compression and fixation – of letters in the past, books today. Neither casual readers nor owners of a handful of popular titles do not have to worry that their books disappear from the bookshelf while moving to a new apartment, 

Soňa Otiepková – Broken / Zlomený

The scutcher is a tool for separating the woody parts of the stems of flax and hemp from fibres. Women prepared material for further processing by alternate punching by a blade into the slot and by pulling the stems together towards themselves. The scutchers were used from the end of the 18th century. The origin of bipedal scutcher, which forms a part of the table, can be determined by the Čierny Balog region. Part of the story of flax processing symbolically continues today. The solid top table material is continuously changing into a soft fibres of yarn, which does not respect the natural shades of the colour spectrum anymore, but it plays all the colours of our digital world.

Mária Pospíšilová - Climber / Šplhúň

The ladder was present on every farm, in every house. They were the stairs wherever it was necessary. Today we meet this tool more often in metaphors than in real life. The scale of values​​, stand to success we quote everyday. The object Šplhúň paraphrases the current hunt for recognition and points out that without knowledge we will not get far.

Mária Pospíšilová – Funny Runny / Utekáčik

The stool is a type of handheld seating furniture without backrest designed to seat one person. It is usually lower than a chair. As the oldest version can be considered a stool made ​​of half sawn up tree trunk, using its branches as legs. Later, the joiners adopted the construction of round or rectangular seat and embedded pole feet. The stools in Slovakia were produced manually therefore none of the  little shanks was uneven. Even many a time they ran away in different directions. The proof is the object Funny Runny Utekáčik and we only can guess whether it is getting up on itsfeet, or it is struggling with the Earth's gravity on the road from the pub.

Mária Pospíšilová – Hide & Seek / Schovávačka

Dining table has always been a firm place in the interiors. Like the stew, this type of furniture played an important role in traditional Slovak rituality. An invitation to sit down at the table just distinguished guests and precious relatives received. At the end of the 19th century the type of simpler design with smooth plates with straight footstool and narrower undertable in which the socket was built-in began to expand in Slovakia. Currently at these busy times in many households the classic dining table is missing, but on the contrary a desk is only rarely absent. People voluntarily waive their common meetings in favour of the individual, undisturbed activities.

Terézia Rapčanová -  Trough Chairs / Korytárky

Trough is a wooden kitchenware made ​​from a single piece of tree trunk. Most often it was used for washing, picking fruit and vegetables or home butchering. In Slovakia, there was a development of trough making with the arrival of Roma trough makers of Transcarpathian Ukraine and Romania in 80s of the 19 century. The title of series of objects named Korytárky is bound to the same village of the same name from Podpoľanie region, where the more than 50 years old trough comes from. Originally it served in bloody rituals of slaughters that occured each year. In the beginning there was the story of a small pig, being carefully fed, so that every time it comes up, it would feed us.

Zuzana Šišovská – Gipsy Chair / Cigánske kreslo

Weaving of laces on a plate was familiar to all Slavic peoples. In regions of Horná Nitra, Banska Bystrica and in eastern Slovakia thea were produced by the Roma women, therefore here is exerted also the name Gypsy laces. They are formed of the two systems of threads - warp and weft. They were sewn on the corners of blankets, they were used for tethering apron or pants, they  decorated ceremonial folk clothes. Almost forgotten technique has found its significance and aesthetic value in the object Gypsy Chair. Brilliant string of the seat mess up the traditional the scale of the miniature laces and opens possibilities for new functionality.

Dana Tomečková – Everybody at home /  Všetci sú doma

The bench first stepped out of the wall. Originally it was in fact a part of then wall as clay steps or  protrusions around the walls of the house, on which people sat and slept. And later it served as storage space. Gradually it got a back, on which rich artistic decoration of folk symbolism was concentrated. The original object comes from the municipality Malacky, where father of a family Lajoš carved it in the late of  the 19th century. It was designed to sit at the table. Five generations used to sit, meet and get older here. It was always crowded. Today, it grew place for followers of the family tradition. They sit there all along, even though they are not visible.

Martin Žabka – McTatra / McTatra

Bowl - vahan served for food preparation, carrying flour, shaping the dough or as a container for food since time out of mind. Chairs exerted paradoxically in folk dwellings rather late – only late in the 20s of the 20th  century they are a common inventory of traditional dwellings. Combining of more than 80-year-old Vahan coming from the Podpoľanie region and slightly younger chairs tableware set titled McTatra originated. Family dining is now reduced to a quick dinner in pairs or even alone. The object reflects the contrast of our over-busy reality, to rituals of worship of the self-grown food.

